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Many previously popular rallies have died a death 
over the years – not least Woburn and Longleat 
who many will remember, but smaller ones too. 
A pity really, as they were a great opportunity to 
meet fellow enthusiasts. Some that survive are 
still thriving and it might be useful to consider 
why, because others are a shadow of their former 
selves with, as Georg describes, lots of junk 
and non-radio tat for sale and little to attract the 
serious punter, particularly if it requires travelling a 
significant distance. 

As for Conventions, they have reduced in 
number too. We used to have the big RSGB 
event every year (Alexandra Palace, the National 
Exhibition Centre (Birmingham) and so on. And 
the VHF, HF and other specialist events survived 
for many years in their own right. Nowadays we 
have the National Hamfest (a rally plus limited 
Convention?) and the RSGB Convention at Milton 
Keynes, which now incorporates HF, VHF and 
Microwaves. 

It may be that there were simply too many 
events in the past, and our monthly Rallies listing 
suggests that there are still quite a few local 
rallies, presumably catering to folk who live 
nearby. And maybe the traders simply can’t justify 
attendance at as many events as they used to 
which, in turn, reduces their attractiveness. But 
rallies and Conventions do, in my view, still have a 
significant role to play in the hobby and I do hope 
you support at least any that take place in your 
area. 

G reetings to all of you. These deadlines seem 
to come around all too quickly! So much 
so that in the past month I have managed 

no operating from home, although I am hoping to 
put that right over the summer. But my daughter 
and I spent a very pleasant ten days in Vancouver 
and on Vancouver Island and during that time we 
stayed with David VA7DXX (G3OUF) and his wife 
Rosemary (VE7/G0NDB) and I took the opportunity 
to operate from Canada for the first time. It’s 
always interesting to experience propagation from 
a new part of the world and VE7 is particularly 
interesting as it’s a long way from the major centres 
of amateur radio activity. My first session was late 
evening VE7 time (remember – 8 hours behind 
BST). At first there was little to work but as the sun 
started to rise over Eastern Europe I managed (this 
on 20m CW) to work several Russian, Ukrainian 
and similar stations. Over the next hour or so the 
propagation started to favour western Europe 
although only one G station made it into my log. By 
then it was late in Western Canada and I decided 
to head for bed, despite a number of stations still 
calling me – sorry folks! On the Saturday morning 
(mid-afternoon in Europe) I tried again but only 
worked one G station (by prior arrangement, and 
he had a big antenna and, even so, was only just 
workable). The rest of my contacts were with the 
USA. Propagation was definitely well down on my 
previous operating session!

Anyway, all good fun and it brings to 58 the 
number of DXCC entities I have operated from (with 
much of Europe still to go!). 

Rallies and Conventions
In this issue Georg Wiessala reflects on the current 
state of Rallies and Conventions in the hobby. 
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QUESTION BANK FOR FULL LEVEL 
EXAMINATIONS: At its 2024 meeting, the 
RSGB Examination Standards Committee 
agreed, with Ofcom approval, to publish the 
Full level examination question bank after 
a thorough vetting of the questions by the 
Examinations and Syllabus Review Group had 
taken place. ESC Chair Tony Kent G8PBH is 
pleased to announce that the question bank is 
now available via:
rsgb.org/exam-questions 
It will also be accessible via links on the RSGB 
web pages for exam candidates and trainers. 
Please note that the copyright to the question 
bank is held by the RSGB. Developed by Aubrey 
M8AUB, the user interface works on PCs and 
mobile devices with a web browser. 
It allows users to access questions in different 
ways, for example by syllabus section, and 
even to create and take their own mock 
examinations. The Society believes this 
initiative will make a significant contribution to 
training and should become a valuable resource 
for both candidates and trainers. 
After it has had time to assess its impact at 
Full level, the ESC will consider rolling it out to 
the other examination levels of Foundation, 
Intermediate and Direct to Full. As candidates 
and trainers will now be able to use the interface 
to generate their own mock examinations from 
the question bank, the RSGB has removed all the 
Full level mock papers currently on its website. 
If you encounter any issues with the questions 
or question bank interface web page, please 
report them via the online examination informal 
query form. 
You can find the form at the bottom of the exam 
forms web page at:
rsgb.org/exam-forms

INTERNATIONAL MEN’S MENTAL HEALTH 
MONTH: The Humber Fortress DX Amateur 
Radio Club is once again proud to support 
this event. As part of this initiative, we will be 
helping to raise awareness of men’s mental 
health across the international amateur radio 
community. We will be operating from our 
club headquarters at Patrington Haven, East 
Yorkshire, during the weekend of 26/27 June. 
We will be using the special callsign GB0MMH 
across all HF bands. For further information, 
please visit:
www.qrz.com/db/GB0MMH
www.hfdxarc.com

FCC AUTHORISES COMMERCIAL 
SATELLITE CONSTELLATION USE IN 70CM 
BAND: In the USA the FCC has authorised AST-
SpaceMobile to launch its full constellation of 
248 large satellites that includes 430-440MHz 
for emergency telemetry and control when not 
over the United States. This is despite there 
being no such frequency allocation. However, 
the FCC permitted the use of the frequencies 
using Article 4.4 of the ITU Radio Regulations. 
This follows an initial filing and review last year, 
and extensive amateur concerns, that resulted 
in over 2,500 comments being submitted. The 
IARU has released a statement on the matter 
which you can read on the IARU website. 
The RSGB has more background and earlier 
responses on its Spectrum Forum web page.

STEAM ON THE LEVELS: Over the weekend 
of 16/17 May, Taunton & District Amateur 
Radio Club (G5JJ) put on an exhibition station 
at the annual event; the third time they have 
done so. This event, which commemorates the 
use of steam power on the Somerset Levels, 
draws visitors keen to see the stationary steam 
engines, traction engines, miniature steam 
trains and classic vehicles. Operating using the 
special event callsign, GB5SOL, the Club made 

contacts on 40m, 20m, 2m, 10GHz and on QO-
100, using a variety of modes, including CW, SSB, 
FM, SSTV and Hellschreiber. This generated 
much interest from visitors and Club members 
were on hand to explain proceedings, handing 
out promotional material to those wanting 
further information on amateur radio. Details on 
the Club can be found at:
https://tauntonradio.club

DISTANCE LEARNING FOR THE FULL 
LICENCE EXAM: The Bath Based Distance 
Learning team (BBDL) have been running 
courses since 2011. In that time they have 
helped nearly 1200 students to obtain their 
Full Licences. Student feedback is always very 
positive and the pass rate continues to be well 
over 80%, compared with a national average of 
around 65%.
After being awarded the Kenwood Trophy for our 
training efforts for the second time at the RSGB 
AGM in April, the BBDL team are now planning 
another Full Licence level course. The course 
will run from late August to December, aiming 
for exams in January. This course is intended for 
those that have passed the Intermediate exam 
so does not cover all of the material required for 
the Direct to Full exam.
Students receive weekly work packages via an 
online classroom and have access to weekly 
online tutorials. Each student is allocated to one 
of the remote tutors who provide feedback and 
additional guidance as and when required. There 
are weekly quizzes to check on progress and at 
the end of the course there are a number of mock 
exams. There are also crossword puzzles and 
practical exercises to help with learning.
There is no charge for the training but applicants 
must work through some pre- course material 
and complete a quiz to be eligible for a place. 
This focuses on the ‘new’ Intermediate topics 
that have been introduced to the exam since 
September 2019. The pre-course classroom 
aims to make sure applicants can use the BBDL 
systems, and to ensure that they are ready for the 
current Full training syllabus.
Each student will need to provide their own RSGB 
Full Licence textbook and arrange their own 
exam at the end of the course. Advice will be 
provided as part of the course.
The deadline for course applications is Friday 25 
July. To request full details and an application 
form, please email BBDL Team Leader, Steve 
G0FUW, via g0fuw@bbdl.org.uk
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ID-5200: A New Generation 
Mobile Performance
Launched twelve years after the release of the 
popular ID-5100, the ID-5200 is its definitive 
successor in our mobile line-up. The new model 
has a large 4.3in colour touchscreen and is 
the first Icom mobile transceiver to feature a 
waterfall display providing an immediate view 
of signal activity and band conditions.
The ID-5200 has been built with the operator 
in mind, offering easy control through its 
combination of a large touchscreen and 
independent dials for each band. Dedicated 
buttons for key functions mean you can navigate 
the radio’s features without digging through 
complex menus. Beyond the hardware the radio 
offers enhanced D-STAR functionality including 
Terminal and Access Point modes via built-in 
Wi-Fi and supports true simultaneous dual-band 
reception (FM/FM, FM/DV, and DV/DV). Support 
for APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting System) 
is also planned through a future firmware 
update.

AH-6: Lightweight, 
Compact Antenna Tuner
Also showcased at Dayton is the AH-6 
Automatic Antenna Tuner. This HF/50MHz tuner 
is notably lightweight and compact making 
it a versatile solution for various operating 
environments. The AH-6 is compatible with both 

matching across the HF and 6-metre bands.
Icom UK will share final product features, cost 
and UK availability for the ID-5200 and AH-6 as 
soon as they are available.

Icom X-026 Concept Project 
World Premiere at Dayton Hamvention 2026
Following the buzz generated by a teaser video 
published last month, visitors to Dayton had 
the exclusive opportunity to see the physical 
model on display for the very first time. The 
X-026 represents a significant step in Amateur 
radio design, continuing Icom’s long-standing 
tradition of showcasing innovative engineering 
concepts to the global community.
While Dayton Hamvention provides the first 
physical look at the concept project, the full 
official reveal is scheduled for the Tokyo Ham 
Fair later this year. Please remember that the 
product being shown is only a concept version. 
Icom UK will share final product features, cost 
and UK availability as soon as they are released.

Icom UK and Icom America 
Partner to Sponsor WRTC 2026
We are pleased to announce that Icom will be a 
major sponsor of the World Radiosport Team 
Championship (WRTC) 2026, taking place this 
July right here in the United Kingdom. Often 
described as the ‘Olympic Games’ of Amateur 

Radio this prestigious event is being held on 
British soil for the first time in its history.
This year’s event, headquartered at the 
Wyboston Lakes Resort near Bedford, promises 
to be the most technologically advanced yet 
featuring live scoring, analytics and e-sports-
style commentary for a global audience.
Icom is proud to support this celebration of skill 
and international goodwill:
• A Global Family Effort: Icom has been a primary 
sponsor of the WRTC series for decades. While 
Icom America has been a dedicated Gold 
Sponsor since 2023, Icom UK is delighted to 
join the effort for this historic home-soil event, 
bringing our global expertise to this local stage.
• Empowering the Next Generation: We are 
excited to provide three of our brand new 
IC-7300MK2 transceivers as prizes. Two of 
these will be awarded to the Top Youth Team, 
ensuring the world’s best young contesters have 
the industry-leading technology they need to 
continue their journey. A third will be awarded 
to the winner of the grand WRTC 2026 raffle held 
during the event.
• On the Ground: Representatives from both 
Icom UK and Icom America will be present 
at the event HQ throughout the week to meet 
the community and showcase our latest 
technology.
Bob Stockley, Managing Director, Icom UK Ltd 
said, “We are incredibly proud to support WRTC 
2026 as it comes to the UK for the first time. 
While this event showcases the world’s elite, 
Icom is particularly committed to what comes 
next. By placing the IC-7300MK2 into the hands 
of the Top Youth Team, we are providing these 

competitors with the best possible start as they 
carry the torch for the future of the hobby.”
“We want the UK event to be the best it can 
be to demonstrate our passion and set the 
foundations for a strong future for the hobby,”
said Mark Haynes M0DXR, Chairman of the 
WRTC 2026 Organising Committee.
With over 500 visitors expected at the HQ and 
thousands more following online, WRTC 2026 is 
set to be the event of a lifetime for UK hams. We 
look forward to seeing many of you there at the 
Icom stand!
For more information on the event and to follow 
the live scoring this July, visit:
www.wrtc2026.org
For the latest updates straight from us, visit 
the Icom UK website, follow our social media 
channels or sign up for our Newsletter.
icomuk.co.uk

News from Icom
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New from ML&S
1. The HyEndFed 49:1 End-Fed half-wave antenna 
unit offers a robust and flexible foundation for those 
looking to deploy a high-performance, high-power, 
end-fed antenna system across multiple HF bands. 
Designed for the serious operator, this transformer 
enables efficient matching of a half-wave wire 
antenna, providing access to up to eight bands with a 
single, simple wire installation.
HyEndFed has established a strong reputation 
within the amateur community for producing well-
engineered, high-quality antenna solutions, and this 
transformer continues that tradition. 
A key strength of this unit is its impressive power 
handling capability. Rated for up to 2kW on SSB 
voice, it is designed to cope comfortably with high 
power stations, making it suitable for both home 
station and contest environments.
In addition, the transformer is built to handle the 
higher duty cycles associated with modern digital 
modes. With excellent performance on FT8 and 
similar modes, it provides reassurance for operators 
running sustained transmissions where thermal 
stability and efficiency are essential.
The appeal of an end-fed system lies in its 
simplicity. With a single support point and minimal 
infrastructure required, it is an attractive option 
for portable, temporary, or space-constrained 
installations. This transformer forms the heart 
of that system, enabling operators to confidently 
deploy a resonant wire across multiple bands.
Priced at £254.99.

2. The TYT TH-8600 is a no-nonsense dual-band 
mobile transceiver covering VHF and UHF, aimed 
at operators who want solid performance without 
unnecessary complexity. With a strong emphasis on 
power and clarity, it delivers dependable operation 
for both everyday use and more demanding mobile 
setups.
Offering up to 50W on VHF and 25W on UHF, the 
TH-8600 provides ample output for mobile and base 
station use alike. Audio is clear and direct, and the 
controls are refreshingly simple, making it easy to 
get on the air without navigating complex menus.
The dual display and dual watch capability allow 
monitoring of two frequencies simultaneously, a 
useful feature for keeping track of repeaters, calling 
channels, or club nets. A standout feature of the 
TH-8600 is its IP67-rated waterproof construction, 
giving it a level of durability not often seen in radios 
of this class. Whether installed in a vehicle such as 
a motorbike, used in harsher outdoor environments, 
or simply operating in less-than-ideal conditions, it 
offers added confidence and resilience.
Priced at £99.95.

3. The Elecrow ThinkNode M6 Outdoor Solar Node
is a compact, all-in-one solution for extending 
Meshtastic networks into the real world. Combining 
LoRa, Bluetooth and GPS with a built-in solar power 
system, it is designed for long-term, maintenance-

free deployment. Operating on 868MHz, the 
unit provides reliable long range, low power 
communication, making it ideal for rural coverage, 
events, or emergency use where conventional 
infrastructure is limited. With an integrated solar 
panel, internal battery support and an IP65-rated 
enclosure, the ThinkNode M6 is built for permanent 
outdoor installation. Once deployed, it quietly 
becomes part of the network, extending coverage 
without the need for constant attention.
This is very much a fit and forget device. Install it, 
connect it to your network, and let it do the work. For 
those experimenting with mesh systems or building 
wider coverage, it offers a simple and effective way 
to expand capability.
Priced at £89.95.
hamradio.co.uk
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